
High School Counselor’s Information for January 2009 
 

Important Dates To Remember 
January       6 ACT registration must be postmarked Jan. 6, for the February 7, 2009 test date 
January     14 ACT/ETM Prep class starts in Monmouth 
January     14 ACT/ETM Prep class starts in Aledo 
January     19 Martin Luther King Observance (No School) 
January     20 1st day of 2nd semester at Aledo High 
January     21 1st day for teacher requested 2nd semester schedule changes 
January     27 Last day for teacher requested 2

nd
 semester schedule changes 

February     5 Early Dismissal (11:40 a.m.) 
February   16 President’s Day 
February   27 ACT registration must be postmarked for the April 4, 2009 test date 
 

Juniors Research Post-secondary Plans 
During the month of January juniors should discuss and research post-secondary options with their 
parents.  Parents are asked to help students narrow the post-secondary selection to three schools by 
August of 2009.  The graduating class of 2010 will be asked to submit post-secondary school/job 
applications starting September 2009.  Please note the following suggestions to help with the post-
secondary search:  

1.  Take a career interest inventory on-line. 
2.  Research post-secondary schools on-line for chosen career fields. 

3. Arrange post-secondary visits with schools of interest. 

4. Compile a list of local scholarships & collect applications to review scholarship criteria. 

5. Prepare to take the ACT on April 22, 2009 at Aledo High School. 

6. Meet with college representatives in February, March & April as they visit Aledo High School. 

7. The following are excellent websites to access as post-secondary plans are developed: 

 www.collegezone.com (Illinois Student Assistance Commission) 

 www.collegeboard.com (College Planning Resources) 

 www.irs.gov (Educational Tax Credit and Benefits) 

 www.fastweb.com (Private Scholarship Search site) 

 

Upcoming Scholarship Due Dates 
Post-secondary school scholarships are announced on the daily announcements as they become 
available.  Scholarships may be picked-up from the counselor’s office or accessed on-line when 
available. 

 

Go on-line February 1, 2009 through May 1, 2009 to download a Mellinger Foundation Scholarship 
Application.  Mellinger Foundation Scholarship Applications are due on or before May 1, 2009. 
www.mellinger.org.   
 

Please note the following scholarship due dates: 
Best Buy Community Scholarship available in January at www.bestbuy.com/scholarships 
Iowa-Illinois Regional Auto Show (available in the counselor’s office)    Jan. 5, 2009 
     (Iowa-Il. Regional Auto Show Scholarship must be returned to the Counselor’s office by Jan. 5, 2009) 
Sam Walton Community Scholarship Program www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving  Jan 31, 2009 
Burger King Scholars Program www.bk.com/scholars       Feb. 2, 2009 
Community Foundation of the Great Riverbend Scholarships www.cfgrb.org:   Feb. 2, 2009 
 Don E. And Charlotte Williams Scholarship 
 Louis F Bulechek Scholarship 
 Edwin R. Adland & Ruth H. Adland Scholarship 
 Mike Condon Memorial Scholarship 
 Great River Bend Cyclone Award Scholarship 
     (All Community Foundation Scholarships are available in the counselor’s office and must be returned to the   
     Counselor’s office by Feb. 2, 2009.) 
KFC Colonel’s Scholars Program www.kfcscholars.org      Feb. 10, 2009 
AXA Achievement Community Scholarship Program www.axa-achievement.com  Feb. 15, 2009 
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Counselor’s Page Continued 
 
 

Scholarship Due Dates Continued 
Frank E. Smith Scholarship (available in the counselor’s office)     Feb. 27, 2009 
Daily Iowan Scholarship         Mar.  1, 2009 
Illinois AMVETS Scholarship        Mar.  1, 2009 
Illinois Odd Fellows- and Rebekahs www.ioof-il.org       Mar.  1, 2009 
PEO Chapter AG (available in the counselor’s office)      Mar. 31, 2009 
ASCE American Society of Civil Engineers http://sections.asce.org/quadcity/events.htm   May 15, 2009 
 
 

2009 Graduates (Post-secondary Up-date) 
1. All seniors will receive a copy of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) electronic 

worksheet form during English class in January.  Parents/students are encouraged to use the 
FAFSA worksheet when filing the FAFSA form on-line at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  (Note:  If a web 
site is charging a fee to complete the FAFSA, it is not the official government site.  There 
should not be a fee for filing a FAFSA form.) 

2. Seniors wanting help with grants and financial aid should make an appointment to meet with the 
counselor before January 26, 2009. 

3. Seniors should collect scholarship recommendations from teachers and community members by 
January 19, 2009.   

4. Several colleges have stated that they will not accept applications after late January 2009 since 
they currently have a limited number of openings for fall 2009.  Seniors should have all college 
applications submitted no later than January 8, 2009. 

5. Since housing will be limited at most colleges, seniors should notify colleges in January and state 
their plans.  Students should then make a housing deposit in about four to six weeks. 

6. Seniors planning to enter the workforce immediately after high school should be completing job 
applications and setting up interviews during late January and early February.   

7. Most colleges will allow seniors to take the ACT on campus, with the understanding that the ACT 
scores are only valid at that school.  Seniors may want to take advantage of this opportunity to 
raise scores so they are eligible for admission or scholarships at that college. 

8. Seniors please stop by the counselor’s office by mid-January if you are interested in an 
apprenticeship program. 

9. Seniors are encouraged to stop by the counselor’s office for help in developing a post-secondary 
plan for next fall. 

10. Parents are encouraged to call the counselor’s office if they have any questions concerning their 
student’s post-secondary plans. (Phone 582-2223 ext.3) 

11. Parents/students are encouraged to visit the following web site: www.collegezone.com   
This site provides an estimate of how much State and Federal financial aid may be available to 
help students pay for college.  This is an estimate and is about 90% accurate.  You will also be 
given an idea of your expected family contribution.   

 
 
Weekly Grade Reports 
Every Monday, Aledo High School compiles a list of students with an accumulative grade of D or F.  
Parents concerned about their student’s grades may call on Monday after 1:00 p.m., at 582-2223 (ext. 3) 
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